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== Introduction

Natural waters contaminated with fecal material are potential sources of pathogenic bacteria and other disease agents for people in
developing countries, especially in Yaoundé (Cameroon). Basically, the main sources of water in this city include surface water, ground
water and treated domestic water. Due of population increase and inadequacy of public distributed networks in urban areas, access to
safe drinking water is of services concerns. The limited coverage of the piped water network obliges many people to recourse from
natural water to satisfy their needs, without real concern for their bacteriological quality. Distribution of bacteria in groundwater is
influenced by its physico-chemical characteristics (Nola et al., 2002). This study aims to assess the importance of certain physico-
chemical variables on the distribution of pathogenic strains of E. coli in natural water in the city of Yaoundé.
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—lResults & Discussion ;
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~—|Conclusion

The increase of the pH and dissolved oxygen in aquatic environment of
Yaoundé promotes the development of pathogenic strains of E. coli.
However, high level of electrical conductivity reduce the density of these
\_bacteria.
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